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KPA  sponsors dormitory
project for Mikahani Secondary School.

The Authority has constructed two modern dormitories at a cost of 
Kshs 9.9 million for Mikahani Secondary School in Kilifi County.
The twin hostels built under the Corporate Social Investment 

(CSI) initiative were officially handed over to the school recently.

Speaking during the ceremony, Principal Human Resource Officer, Ms. 
Constane Mcharo who represented the Managing Director, expressed 
the Authority’s commitment in meeting the socio-economic needs of 
the communities in the Coastal region.

“We are happy that we have given you this gift because we believe
that we have made easier the task of traveling long distances and
also created comfort in your accommodation arrangements.
I therefore urge each one of you who has benefited from this
project to utilize the time saved in reading,” she said.

Mikahani, a mixed secondary school had been grappling with 	
challenges as students trekked for long distances in pursuit of 	
education and therefore, with accommodation facilities available, a 
good number will enjoy the comfort.

“When we received your plea for assistance we did not hesitate 
to come and analyze the situation and see what we could do in 
our own small way. We are glad these efforts have placed us here 
today,” added Mcharo.

Since the year 2000, KPA has constructed over 30 schools and a few 
health facilities distributed across the Coast region.

Head of Corporate Affairs Mr. Bernard Osero encouraged the Mikahani 
students, as pioneers to the dormitories, to utilize the facilities 
responsibly for posterity. Upon receiving the keys for the launched 
dormitories, the school’s principal  Mr. Thomas King’oo encouraged 
parents and the entire community to ensure many children enrolled to 
acquire education. King’oo observed that there was no excuse, now 
that KPA had provided boarding facilities for their children.

One of the sponsored dormitories at Mikahani Secondary.

The school dormitories before KPA intervention.
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Today you mention the name Victor Ikpeba, it is one that 
still reverberates in the minds of football fans following his 
central role as a forward for the Super Eagles of Nigeria. His 

commitment and determination saw him become an icon beyond the 
African continent.

Recently, Bandari FC players had a chance for a one on one discussion 
with the  legendary footballer who was in the country as chief celebrity 
guest for the Sports Personality of the Year Awards (SOYA) held in 
Mombasa.

The football star shared with the team his  professional football career 
within and beyond the African borders. The interaction was such a 
huge inspiration that the ‘dockers’ will live to remember after many 
years in their football careers.

Ikpeba has undisputed track record, on and off the pitch, that makes 
him a true global icon – playing for Super Eagles at two consecutive 
FIFA World Cups in 1994 in the United States and 1998 in France is 
among his top notch achievements.

The speedy forward who was dreaded by many defenders helped 
his country to win the Africa Cup of Nations in 1994 when Nigeria 
defeated Zambia’s Chipolopolo in the final, playing alongside the likes 
of Daniel Amokachi and the late bulky striker Rashid Yekini.

Every player wants to experience a golden moment in their sporting 	
career and that is exactly what Ikpeba felt when he steered the Super 
Eagles in winning the historic Olympic football gold medal in 1996 
after beating the likes of Brazil and Argentina in Atlanta, Georgia in the 
United States.

Having retired from active football in 2005, the 46 year-old Ikpeba 
recently made news headlines when he agreed to be the celebrity chief 
guest during the Kenyan Sports Personality of the Year Awards gala 
night held in Mombasa on January 24th. Before the gala night, his 
first stop was at Bandari FC where he interacted with the entire team 
during a training session.

“Discipline, dedication, passion and commitment should be your 
focus as a footballer. Money will then find you, but not the other 
way round,” Ikpeba told Bandari players on a sunny day at the KPA 
Mbaraki Sports Club which is the home ground for the sole coastal 
football club in the Kenya Premier League. The former Nigeria  
international had visited the team in the company of officials from the 
Kenya Ports Authority who rolled out the red carpet for the former FC  
Monaco and Borussia Dortmund forward.

Bandari players who came close to winning their first premier league 
title in 2018 when they finished  second behind defending champions 
Gor Mahia, were very attentive when their special guest gave an 
account on how he successfully played for famous clubs in Europe 
and later in Asia.

His performances earned him the African Footballer of the Year award 
in 1997. Two successful seasons followed and several European clubs 
expressed interest to sign the Nigerian international. While at Monaco, 
Ikpeba nearly signed for Italian club Reggina, but his wife, unwilling to 
give up life in France, locked him in their house on the day he was to 
sign his  contract. Football commentators termed this as one of the low 
moments for the football legend.

Discipline, Dedication, Passion are Key for
Professional Soccer - Ikpeba

Sports
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Bandari Fc players and officials pose for a group photo with former Nigeria soccer star Victor Ikpeba ( in the white jersey).

I
kpeba again teamed up with countryman 
Sunday Oliseh at Borussia Dortmund 
in1999, for a transfer fee of £4.8m from 
Monaco where he arrived at the age of 20 

and coached by former Arsenal coach Arsene 
Wenger.

Looking for a move abroad, Ikpeba turned 
down an offer by English Premier League 
side Southampton and opted for Spain where 
he joined Real Betis on a season-long loan. 
He encouraged Bandari players to walk their 
dreams.

“I think Bandari has good players going 
by your age average. This is where to start 
and make it big like playing in Europe. 
But I insist, discipline is paramount in any 
sport,” added Ikpeba who returned to Kenya 
for the second time after January 1997 when 
his team Super Eagles was held to a 1-1 
draw by host Harambee Stars in a World 
Cup qualifier at the Moi International Sports 
Centre Karasani Stadium in Nairobi.

“Your national team then frustrated us. 
But I am happy to see great players like 
Wanyama featuring in the English premier 
league,” added Ikpeba who has spent over 
a decade in football development projects 
across Africa. 

Media reports indicate that Ikpeba now lives 
in Monaco with his three children. Panafrican 
News Agency (Dakar) reported in May 2000 
that his wife Victoria Atinuke died in Germany 
at the age of 26, after losing her battle with 
breast cancer.

Responding to journalists’ questions during 
the news conference at Bandari FC training 
session, Ikpeba said: “it’s not easy to finish 
racism in football especially some European 
countries like Italy. Racism is there to stay, 
but what is important for African players is to 
remain focused and ignore the few individuals 
who decide to remain primitive because not 
everyone is a racist. Truly, majority have no 
problem with you as a player in that stadium”.

KPA’s Head of Corporate Affairs Mr. Bernard 
Osero who accompanied Victor Ikpeba during 
his tour in Mombasa and the port, termed 
the move as very motivational to Bandari 
FC players and other Kenyan footballers in 
general.

Kenya Ports Authority sponsors Bandari 
FC every season to participate in the 
competitive Kenya premier league as well as 
in the Confederation of African Club (CAF) 
championships.  

Bandari FC was felted as the third best team of 
the year during the Safaricom SOYA Awards 
held early this year at the KPA Mbaraki Sports 
Club in Mombasa.
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MD Inspects Reconstruction at
Mbaraki Sports Club

KPA Acting Managing Director Eng. Rashid Salim was at the Mbaraki 
Sports Club on Wednesday, July 1st 2020 to inspect the ongoing 
renovation of the facilities.					   
								      
The MD was accompanied by General Manager of Operations and 
Harbour Master Captain William Ruto, who is also the Chairman of 
the KPA sponsored premier league team Bandari FC, Mbaraki Sports 
Club Chairman Mr. Robert Warui, KPA Senior Managers, Bandari FC 
Secretary Dixon Kibagendi among other team officials.

The MD directed the team to ensure that the Policy addresses among 
others; management of sports, sports facilities, composition of teams 
and managing the team welfare, performance management, safety 
and risk management, funding and funds management, incentives and 
rewards management, doping control, compliance with the Sports Act 
and Arbitration/Dispute Resolution Mechanisms.

The MD was pleased with the ongoing construction which aims at 
elevating the sports grounds to international standards.

The KPA Sports Club has been expanded with a provision for extending 
the sitting capacity as well as upgrading the playing surface.

Currently it has two grounds under construction; the main field as well 
as the youth field which will double up as a training ground.

The MD together with the Chairman promised to meet the playing unit 
once the lads resume training.

He further announced plans for a total overhaul of the existing facilities 
at the club.

The inspection tour covered the gates, gym, football pitch, athletics 
track, administration block, kitchen and the VIP lounge.

Earlier this year, the KPA management announced the formation of 
a sports committee which is expected to rework the existing sports 
policy to ensure that it addresses among other issues; management 
of sports, sports facilities, composition of teams and managing the 
team welfare, performance management, safety and risk management, 
funding and funds management, incentives and rewards management, 
doping control, compliance with the Sports Act and Arbitration Dispute 
Resolution Mechanisms.

Acting Head of Administration Mr. Bildad Kisero is the Chairperson 
of the Committee. Other members include; Mr. Mark Mwangi, Sports 
Officer, Mr. Samuel Wanjohi, Sports Administrator, Ms. Wamuyu 
Waika, Legal Officer, Mr. Gerald Chunga, Finance Representative, Mr. 
Christopher Ogutu, Representative Basketball (men), Ms. Milka Getuno, 
Representative Basketball (women), Mr. Salim Kumaka, Representative 
KECOSO and Ms. Violet Mugambi, Senior Administrative Officer and 
Secretary to the Committee.

 
Acting Managing Director Eng. Rashid Salim is briefed on the 
on-going renovations by the General Manager, operations 
and  Harbourmaster’s Capt. William Ruto. Also present were 
Mr. Robert Warui (Club Chairman) and Mr. Michael Nyandiko 
(Secretary) during the inspection.

The inspection tour of the facilities.
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Port of Mombasa  
Facilitates Crew Change

The Port of Mombasa received a cruise ship MS. Westerdam on crew 
change mission on Wednesday August 12, 2020.

The vessel which is owned by one of the biggest cruise liners MS 
Holland America and Princess Cruises docked at 3 nautical miles 
outside the Port channel and disembarked 7 members of its crew. 
Six Kenyans and one Zimbabwean work in the hospitality section on 
the ship.

The crew were received by a KPA pilot boat NAHODHA which ferried 
them into the port and disembarked at the Harbour Master’s Control 
Tower pontoon.

The ship’s agent MS Sturrock shipping took them to a hotel where 
they were to undergo the mandatory COVID-19 protocols before 
proceeding to their homes.

This was the closest a cruise ship has come to the Port since the 
cruise season was curtailed by the outbreak of the COVID-19 global 
pandemic.

KPA together with the Ministry of Tourism have been making great 
efforts to ensure the cruise industry becomes one of the biggest in 
the tourism sector in line with Kenya’s plan to enhance sustainable 
exploitation of the Blue Economy.

In 2017, the Authority led by Hon Najib Balala held a successful 
meeting with Holland American Cruise lines, in Miami, USA during 
the World Cruise Convention. During this meeting, it was agreed that 
Princess Cruises will bring a vessel to the home-port of Mombasa, 
after the completion of the construction of the modern cruise 
passenger terminal at the Port.

The terminal is now ready to handle vessels and KPA was geared to 
receive more ships which have since cancelled due to coronavirus. 
With this gesture and the strengthening of marine security through 
the formation of Kenya Coast Guard, it is hoped that more ships will 
call the Port post- COVID-19.

Some of the crew members disembark from Cruise ship Westerdam to Pilot boat Nahodha.
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